
2019 Spring Release

Martaella Estate
A Tribute to Resilient Mothers

we celebrate the strong heritage of the family’s matriarchy with 
clonal selections that inherit the best qualities of their origins. 
Martha & Eleanor were from different parts of the country 
and different walks of life, but they still had a lot in common, 
particularly with the value they placed on family life and their 
faith. Martha, from Ashfork, Arizona, loved music and played 
the piano or violin for family and friends. Eleanor, the daughter 
of a Chicago fireman, spent most of her life at the family farm 
outside Denmark, Wisconsin.  She was a wonderful cook and 
baker and spent much time teaching those skills to her children.

As the backbone of the Benovia family of estates and single 
vineyard sources, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay from the 
Martaella Estate charms several of our wines, including the 
Martaella Estate Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley Chardonnay, 
Russian River Valley Pinot Noir, Rosé of Pinot Noir and our 
sparkling wines. Most of these wines are available in this spring’s 
offering  and we are also extremely proud to inform you that in 
2020 we will bottle our first Estate Chardonnay from the 
Martaella Vineyard!

The Martaella Estate vineyard resides in the Laguna de Santa 
Rosa wetlands within the Russian River Valley AVA and is 
home to our winery and the Ranch House, where guests can 
experience an array of tastings in a setting surrounded 
by endless vineyard views. The vineyard is named after the 
mothers of our owners Joe Anderson & Mary Dewane, Martha 
and Eleanor, respectively. “It’s a recognition of them and a 
tribute to them”, Joe says. 
 
The Martaella Estate is a 58-acre site planted to 42 acres of 
heritage Pinot Noir and Chardonnay vines, which consist of 
some rare “suitcase” clones from various unique and distinct 
sources with remarkable pedigree. It sits atop a knoll that is 
populated by wild turkeys, jackrabbits, and hawks. Mount 
Saint Helena is visible to the east and the climate is influenced 
primarily by the regular intrusion of cooling fog from the 
Pacific Ocean a few miles to the west. The heritage clones 
planted in the Pinot Noir blocks are farmed in Burgundy-style 
high-density plantings to keep yields low and flavors complex, 
vibrant and expressive. As such, the vineyard is aptly named as 



 
 

Benovia® 2019 Spring Release Tasting Notes

The winter and spring of 2017 were the wettest on record, since 1902, for Russian River Valley and Sonoma County. We welcomed the 
rainfall that filled reservoirs and recharged groundwater after 5 consecutive years of drought.  Moderate spring temperatures encouraged 
the vines out of dormancy with windy and foggy conditions, vines were able to set what looked like a larger than average crop.  Several 
warm weeks in June, provided optimal conditions for vine growth and kept our vineyard manager on his toes.  The summer conditions 
were ideal until an extreme heat spice in late August and early September, quickly ripened Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, and set off a 
fast paced picking schedule.  Fortunately, all of our vineyards were harvested and wines were in barrel when on October 8th, Sonoma 
County experienced the worst firestorm in California history.  — Mike Sullivan,Winemaker and Co-Owner

2015 Blanc de Noir Sparkling Wine
Russian River Valley 
$60 | Extremely Limited 
Made with a 50/50 blend of estate grown Pinot Noir and Chardonnay, 
this rich, creamy and delicious sparkling wine was made in the 
traditional méthode champenoise and aged on yeast lees for over three 
years.  Aromas of ripe red apple, mandarin orange peel, warm hazelnut 
and brioche. Stone fruit, raspberry, tart peach with a rich, velvety 
texture envelops the palate.
Aging Potential: 4-6 years | Production: 225 cases/9 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate

2017 Russian River Valley Chardonnay 
$38 
Bursting with aromas of Jonagold apple, tangerine blossom and 
toasted hazelnuts. The nose is filled with apricot and acacia blossom, 
knit together by bright acidity and a long-complex finish. Barrel 
fermentation and oak aging for 12 months have added hints of 
toasted almond and spice cake to a subtle minerality on the finish. 
Aging potential: 4-6 years  |  Production: 653 cases/26 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate & Zio Tony Ranch 

2017 Three Sisters Chardonnay 
$52 | Extremely Limited
Maybe the most Burgundian Chardonnay in our portfolio, this 
seductive Chardonnay displays explosive aromas of Kaffir lime and 
citrus blossom with underlying mineral notes. On the palate the wine 
displays tension between bright acidity and cool-climate structure 
framed with flavors of ripe apple and lemon custard. This wine is 
delightfully elegant upon release but will continue to gain complexity 
with bottle age.
Aging potential: 4-6 years  |  Production: 228 cases/9 barrels
Source: Three Sisters Vineyard farmed by Lee Martinelli Jr

2018 Rosé of Pinot Noir Russian River Valley
$32 | Extremely Limited
This wine is a delightful accompaniment to a light summer lunch, a 
leisurely picnic or a laid-back summer evening. This Rosé has alpine 
strawberry and late-summer watermelon aromas, echoing flavors, all 
supported by bright acidity and a tart cranberry like finish.
Aging potential: 1-2 years  |  Production: 446 cases/18 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate Vineyard

2017 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir
$45 
Vibrant fruit and spice aromas and layered texture. Aromas are dominat-
ed by red fruit tones of black cherry and boysenberry, while black fruits 
dominate on the palate. The vibrant aromas expand and give way to red 
plum, toasted brioche and allspice. On the palate the wine has integrated 
acidity and fine tannins that should allow for mid-term cellaring. As 
always the wine was bottled without fining or filtration.
Aging potential: 5-8 years  |  Production: 1450 cases/58 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate, Cohn Estate, Tilton Hill Estate & Zio Tony Ranch 

2016 Cohn Estate Pinot Noir
$75 
This 46th anniversary flagship wine from our oldest estate vineyard 
produced an overwhelmingly low yield of just over one ton per acre. A 
medium ruby color is followed by gorgeously intense aromas of meadow 
herbs, Queen Anne cherries, and intense mineral notes. Year after year 
this site has the hallmark of an ethereally-floral aromatic quality, with 
sensual texture and an impressive length.
Aging potential: 5-10 years  |  Production: 283 cases/12 barrels
Source: Cohn Estate Vineyard

2016 Sonoma Mountain Grenache 
$42 
Cracked white pepper and Herbs de Provence aromas give into flavors 
of Rainier cherry and alpine strawberries. The lifted aromas are followed 
by flavor of red currant, melted licorice and grilling spices. Oak aging 
in neutral barrel for 15 months have added hints of savory herbs, grilled 
meats and aged mesquite to this complex and delicious wine. 
Aging potential: 8-12 years  |  Production: 168 cases/7 barrels
Source: Four Brothers Vineyard farmed by the Sullivan Family



Robin’s Corner 
By Robin Jackson, 

Director of Operations

I’m Robin Jackson, and 
though I’ve been working 
closely with many Benovian 
Members for the past two 
years, I’ve never “officially” 
introduced myself. Nice to 
meet you! I joined the Benovia 
team in June 2017, though I 

have worked with Mike Sullivan and Benovia wines as 
their shipping and inventory vendor for 8 years. Having 
collected Benovia Wine in my personal cellar 
for over a decade, I’m thrilled to be a part of this 
fantastic team.

I grew up about an hour south of Santa Rosa and the 
Russian River Valley in a small town called San Anselmo. 
Coming from a family of divorced parents, I was lucky 
enough to visit Santa Rosa often as my father lived here. I 
never imagined that one day I would be living in wine 
country and raising my own family in one of the most 
beautiful places in the world. At a young age, I never 
appreciated what beauty God has created here in Sonoma 
County and I’m proud to call this home.

After attending college in Chico, California, I moved to 
the island of Oahu in the Hawaiian Islands where I worked 
for Hyatt Hotels & Resorts. It was there that my love for 
hospitality, sales & customer service was born. After 
spending some years in the sun, surf and sand, I moved 
back to California where I met my husband, Ryan. We 
moved up to Santa Rosa and I joined the wine industry in 
2009.  In 2013, we welcomed our first daughter into this 
world and as many of you know, our 2nd daughter will 
arrive any day!  

Being a part of the Benovia team has given me a greater 
passion for hard work and wine. It’s a true blessing to be 
able to work alongside Mike, Joe, Mary and our other 
teammates. We all bring different talents to the table with 
a common goal, which is to make and sell great wine. 
Though I’ve never met Martha or Eleanor, Joe & Mary’s 
mothers, I think that we share some of the same passions in 
life. I love music, baking, wine and most of all, I love my 
family. It’s being a wife and mother that keep me going 
every day. Though challenging at times, the hard work and 
passion I have make it the most rewarding of all.

Cheers!

 

join us at these upcoming events
Events are subject to change. For more events and the most 
up-to-date calendar visit our new events section on our website 
www.benoviawinery.com/events

WINEMAKER DINNER & CRAB FEED 
Limited tickets available!
Benovia Winery at Martaella Estate 
Santa Rosa, CA  |  Saturday March 16, 2019 5:30-7:30pm

SPRING RELEASE CELEBRATION
Phoenix, AZ  |  Sunday March 24th, 2-5pm
At a private residence, by invitation

DC-3 & LIBERATION HANGAR EXHIBITION
Kaiser Air, Santa Rosa CA  |  Saturday April 6th 11-3pm

SPRING RELEASE CELEBRATION 
Benovia Winery at Martaella Estate  |  Saturday April 13, 11-3pm
At the winery, by invitation

Stay tuned for more… We are excited to bring Benovia to you!

the benovian club – 
become a benovian!
Last year we officially launched our new and elevated Benovian 
Club, which is a wonderful upgrade from our original Concierge 
Service program. We have added great new benefits including more 
events at the winery and around the country, incredible shipping 
incentives and special rates for our guest cottages nestled in the 
vineyards of the Martaella Estate, plus so much more! We invite you 
to join us on your wine journey as a Benovian, with great wines and 
great people. As a reminder, Exclusive Member Pricing applies to all 
Benovia Wine orders for our Club Members.

For more information on joining the Benovian Club visit 
www.benoviawinery.com/membership

how to order
Simply log in to your secure account at:www.BenoviaWinery.com.
You can also place your order by calling us at 707-921-1040 or e-mail 
your order to: teambenovia@benovia.com

We value your support and patronage. If there is anything we can 
do to make your experience with Benovia more rewarding, please 
let us know.

3339 HARTMAN ROAD, SANTA ROSA, CA 95401
 707.921.1040 

WWW.BENOVIAWINERY.COM

BENOVIA® IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF BENOVIA WINERY, LLC



Featured Wines

2015 Blanc de Noir Sparkling Wine

2017 Russian River Valley Chardonnay

2017 Three Sisters Chardonnay 

2018 Rosé of Pinot Noir Russian River Valley

2017 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir

2016 Cohn Estate Pinot Noir

2016 Sonoma Mountain Grenache 
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