
 
 

Harvest Notes
Mike Sullivan, our Co-Owner and Winemaker, called the vintage ‘a return to normal’, as the 
growing season was long and harvest conditions were exceptional with long hangtime and a slow 
and predictable harvest.  Almost ideal conditions during flowering let to a generous cluster 
count and almost no shatter.  The summer conditions were ideal, with cool (foggy) mornings 
where the sun didn’t peak through the marine layer until lunchtime.  The harvest conditions 
were quite cool, and the vintage will be remembered for extended ripening and an exceptionally 
long hang time.  The resulting vintage delivered very high quality and above average yields for all 
our estate vineyards.  

Winegrower Notes
The Chardonnay is now sourced principally from our Martaella Estate Vineyard.  We have 
planted heirloom clones of Chardonnay that retain bright acidity and express beautiful floral 
and mineral notes.  The low-fertility soils and the cool temperatures, in this part of the 
Russian River Valley, unite to form an ideal place for growing Chardonnay.  The fruit was 
harvested at night and then rigorously hand sorted before whole-cluster pressing.  After settling 
overnight, the juice was fermented in barrel with indigenous yeast.

Tasting Notes 
This chardonnay is bursting with aromas of sun-ripened Golden Delicious Apple, poached pear 
and marzipan. The nose is filled with dried apricot and white peach, knitted together by balanced 
acidity and a long-complex finish. Barrel fermentation and oak aging for 13 months have added 
hints of toasted almond and spice cake finishing with a subtle minerality on the finish.

2018 
Russian River Valley Chardonnay

Fermentation
Whole cluster pressed and fermented with 
indigenous yeast

Cooperage
12 months in French Oak 31% new French Oak

Bottling
February 2020

Cases Produced
680 cases

Release Date
March 2020

Vineyard Sources
Martaella Estate Vineyard, Zio Tony Ranch

Harvest Date
August 18th & 19th, 2018

Alcohol 
14.1%

pH 
3.59

TA
0.57 g/100ml
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