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Benovia Winery’s 15th Anniversary
A Celebration of History, Tradition and Values

benefited greatly from refined sustainable farming techniques. 
Due to its close proximity to the coast the vineyard is unusually 
cool and windy, lending itself to lower yields, smaller clusters and 
berries leading to an extremely concentrated flavor profile.

In 2015, Benovia unveiled its new, state-of-the-art winemaking 
facility serving as a “precision tool” for crafting superior Pinot 
Noir. This increased open-top fermentation capacity so that fruit 
can be picked at the exact moment it is ripe, and the tanks and 
barrel rooms are equipped with both heating and cooling, so that 
grapes and wine are always at the right temperature for fermenta-
tion and aging. This was also the year each of the estate 
vineyards became certified sustainable with the Cohn Estate 
achieving certified organic farming status.

Mary and Joe’s fathers, Ben and Novian, would always say, “Hard 
work brings its own rewards. Be the best at what you do. 
Surround yourself with good people and let them get to work. 
And never, ever produce anything that wouldn’t make you 
proud.” 

Benovia has grown to 72 planted acres across 3 estate vineyards, 
evolving over time and has brought the winery’s vision to life, 
rapidly gaining industry recognition as well-respected wine-
growers and farmers as well. Here in the heart of the Russian 
River Valley, we are all part of a close-knit community that 
finds joy in purpose. After 15 years of humble, hard work, we 
believe that we are creating something truly beautiful that 
draws people together.

The Benovia journey began with a blank slate in 2002, when 
Benovia Winery co-founders, Joe Anderson and Mary Dewane, 
purchased the heritage Cohn Estate Vineyard in Healdsburg 
after Joe’s watershed wine moment transpired when Burt 
Williams poured him a glass of 1993 Williams Selyem Pinot 
Noir sourced from the Cohn property. Burt was a pioneer of 
Pinot Noir in the Russian River Valley and has been credited 
with driving much of the success of both and inspiring the next 
generation of vintners and winegrowers in this region. Joe, 
Mary and Mike honor his legacy in their relentless pursuit of 
excellence in Pinot Noir.

The winery officially began operations in 2005 when Joe and 
Mary purchased Hartman Lane Vineyards and Winery from 
Cecil De Loach, which was also the original winery property 
established by Merry Edwards in the heart of the Russian River 
Valley. Joe and Mary inaugurated this new property as Martaella 
Estate Vineyards, named for their mothers Martha and Eleanor. 
They then teamed up with Mike Sullivan, Co-Owner and 
Winemaker, launching a great wine journey. Eventually, in 
2008, they purchased the adjoining property and planted 
mainly heirloom clones of Pinot Noir and Chardonnay bring-
ing the total acres planted at Martaella to 42.

In 2009, they planted Tilton Hill Estate Vineyard out on 
Sonoma County’s wild west coast, taking a huge gamble that 
paid off big. Producing a critically-acclaimed single vineyard 
Pinot Noir, awarded 98 points by the Wine Enthusiast for the 
2016 vintage, this is a high-risk, high-reward site that has 
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Winemaker’s Path

I fell in love with Benovia 
on my first visit, in October 
2013. A friend and I had an 
afternoon business meeting 
cancelled in San Francisco, 
so rather than work in our 
hotel rooms, we decided 
we’d be more productive 
tasting Russian River Valley 

Pinots. We visited one RRV winery, and since we had 
time available for another tasting, our host was kind 
enough to call Benovia, and Bob Cooley enthusiasti-
cally volunteered to host us. 

If you’ve met Bob, you’ll agree he takes the lead, and 
you are on a wonderful journey with an engaging 
storyteller and an encyclopedia of wine. I was a wine 
novice at that time; while Bob educated us and made 
us laugh that lovely afternoon, he also shared the most 
valuable wine tip I’ve ever learned. He said that when 
he invited guests to his house for dinner, they often 
panicked when trying to select a wine of which Bob 
would approve. He simply said, “Just bring me a wine 
with a story.” Wine is best enjoyed in a group, share 
with your wine loving friends a bottle that is special to 
you. Price tag and pedigree aren’t important. Uncork a 
bottle that struck a chord with you – the rosé from the 
picnic as you watched the summer sun set behind the 
mountains; the bubbly that you drank right from the 
bottle when your team won their first World Series in 
108 years (I plead guilty and it was glorious!); your first 
taste of a Pinot from the place that’s become your 
favorite winery. 

I’ve got my “wine with a story.” If you’re a Benovian, so 
do you!

join us at these upcoming events
Events are subject to change. For more events and the most 
up-to-date calendar visit our new events section on our website 
www.benoviawinery.com/events

BENOVIA WINE TASTING IN NEW YORK
New York, NY  |  Tuesday, March 10th 6-9pm
at the VNYL

BENOVIA WINE TASTING IN ATLANTA
Atlanta, GA  |  Wednesday, March 18th 5:30-7:30pm
at Body Fitz

SPRING RELEASE CELEBRATION - PHOENIX
Phoenix, AZ  |  Sunday April 5th 2pm-5pm
at a private residence, by invitation only

BENOVIA WINEMAKER DINNER IN PHOENIX 
Phoenix, AZ  |  Monday, April 20th 6pm
at Café Monarch

SPRING RELEASE CELEBRATION - WINERY
Santa Rosa, CA  |  Saturday May 9th 11am-3pm
At Benovia Winery

BENOVIA 15TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
Santa Rosa, CA  |  July 11th TBD
at Benovia Winery featuring WONDER BREAD 5!

join the benovian club
The Benovian club continues to grow as we add great new benefits. 
We are taking Benovia on the road hosting more tastings at the 
winery and near your hometown. We continue to provide incredible 
shipping incentives and now members can easily customize each club 
shipment online. Special member rates for guest cottage stays at the 
Martaella Estate are available and members always get first access to 
limited wines, including the new 2018 Martaella Estate Chardonnay 
wine launching on Mother’s Day this year!
 
We invite you to join us on your personal wine journey as a Benovian 
experiencing highly acclaimed wines and a strong community. As a 
reminder, Exclusive Member Pricing applies to all Benovia Wine 
Orders for our Club Members.

For more information on joining the Benovian Club visit 
www.benoviawinery.com/membership

how to order
Simply login to your secure account at www.benoviawinery.com/profile. 
You can also place your order by call us at 707-921-1040 
or email teambenovia@benovia.com

3339 HARTMAN ROAD, SANTA ROSA, CA 95401
 707.921.1040 

WWW.BENOVIAWINERY.COM

BENOVIA® IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF BENOVIA WINERY, LLC



 
 

Benovia® 2020 Spring Release Tasting Notes

Following a somewhat challenging 2017 harvest, we were blessed with an exceptional vintage in 2018. We called the vintage “a return 

to normal” in that the weather pattern was as usually expected for Sonoma County. Almost ideal conditions during flowering led to a 

generous cluster count and practically no shatter. The summer conditions were also ideal, with cool and foggy mornings where the sun 

didn’t peek through the marine layer until mid-day. The harvest conditions were quite cool and the vintage will be remembered for 

extended ripening and an exceptionally long hang time. The resulting vintage delivered very high quality and above average yields for 

all our estate vineyards.  — Mike Sullivan,Co-Owner and Winemaker 

2019 Rosé of Pinot Noir
Russian River Valley 
$32 
This wine is a delightful accompaniment to a light summer lunch, a 
leisurely picnic or a laid-back summer evening. This Rosé has alpine 
strawberry and candied orange aromas, echoing flavors, all supported by 
bright acidity and a tart cranberry finish.
Aging Potential: 1-2 years | Production: 430 cases / 17 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate Vineyard

2018 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir 
$45 
Intense fruit and spice aromas combined with a layered texture are 
prevailing attributes of this pinot noir blend. Aromas of red fruits of 
plum and vine-ripened raspberry abound then give way to red plum, 
toasted brioche and allspice. On the palate, black fruits emerge uniting 
with balanced acidity and fine-grained tannins that allows for mid-term 
cellaring. Unfined and unfiltered.
Aging Potential: 5-8 years | Production: 1,550 cases / 62 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate, Cohn Estate, Tilton Hill Estate Vineyards, 
Zio Tony Ranch

2018 Three Sisters Chardonnay
Sonoma Coast 
$55
This seductive chardonnay with Burgundian qualities displays explosive 
aromas of Kaffir lime and citrus blossom with inspiring notes of 
minerality. The tension of bright acidity and verve driven by extremely 
cool microclimates and remarkable structure framed by flavors of ripe 
apple and lemon custard captivate the palate. Delightfully elegant upon 
release but will continue to gain complexity with bottle age. 
Aging Potential: 4-6 years | Production: 260 cases / 10 barrels
Source: Three Sisters Vineyard

2017 Sonoma County Zinfandel
$42
This wine exhibits lively aromas of vine-ripened loganberries, cinna-
mon and nutmeg spices. On the palate, exuberant fruit is in perfect 
harmony with bright acidity, fine grained tannin and a spice-laden 
finish. Utilizing Burgundian techniques produce an elegant and 
restrained Zinfandel, while still capturing the intensity of the varietal. 
Aging Potential: 3-7 years | Production: 486 cases / 19 barrels
Source: Cohn Estate Vineyards

2018 Russian River Valley Chardonnay
$42 
This chardonnay is bursting with aromas of sun-ripened Golden 
Delicious Apple, poached pear and marzipan. The nose is filled with 
dried apricot and white peach, knitted together by balanced acidity and 
a long-complex finish. Barrel fermentation and oak aging for 13 months 
have added hints of toasted almond and spice cake finishing with a 
subtle minerality on the finish. 
Aging Potential: 4-6 years | Production: 680 cases / 27 barrels
Source: Martaella Estate Vineyard, Zio Tony Ranch

2017 Cohn Estate Pinot Noir
$80 
This flagship wine is sourced from our heritage estate vineyard planted 
50 years ago in 1970. A medium ruby color is followed by intense aromas 
of meadow herbs, Rainier cherries, and intense mineral notes. This 
organically farmed site has the perennial hallmark of ethereally-floral 
aromatic qualities with sensual texture and an impressive length.
Aging Potential: 5-10 years | Production: 340 cases / 13 barrels
Source: Cohn Estate Vineyard

2017 Sonoma Mountain Grenache
$45 
Cracked white pepper and Herbs de Provence aromas lead into flavors of 
Santa Rosa plums, black cherry and red currents. Lifted aromas are 
followed by flavors of red currant, melted licorice and grilling spices. Oak 
aging in neutral barrel for 15 months have added hints of savory herbs, 
grilled meats and aged mesquite to this complex and delicious wine.
Aging Potential: 8-12 years | Production: 167 cases / 7 barrels
Source: Four Brothers Vineyard farmed by the Sullivan Family
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Featured Wines

2019 Rosé of Pinot Noir, Russian River Valley

2018 Russian River Valley Chardonnay

2018 Russian River Valley Pinot Noir

2018 Three Sisters Chardonnay

2017 Cohn Estate Pinot Noir

2017 Sonoma Mountain Grenache

2017 Sonoma County Zinfandel
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