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2020: A Vintage Unlike Any Other
The 2020 vintage was notable for several reasons. The
year started off like many others, with the exception of a
dry winter leading into spring and then summer. We were
busy with events both at the winery and across the
country. Then, the world came to a halt with the outbreak
of the Covid-19 virus. Despite shutting down the Tasting
Room, our production and vineyard team stayed busy to
ensure a fruitful harvest.

Everything appeared to be going well until August 17th, 
 when the vintage took a dramatic turn due to the
outbreak of fires in the county and across the state. We
already had lower yields than normal as a result of the dry
growing season. The team worked quickly and
methodically to bring in fruit to avoid smoke damage.
Even with their efforts, our 2020 vintage resulted in about
half of regular production, with several later ripening
varietals excluded such as the beloved Three Sisters Pinot
Noir, Zinfandel, Cabernet Sauvignon and Grenache.

Despite its challenges, the fruit and resulting wines from
this vintage are exceptional and are ready for you to
savor. We hope you enjoy this holiday season around
tables with loved ones, toasting that this year we are able
to be together again.

2019 Sonoma
County Zinfandel

 

Cheers,
Mike Sullivan, Winemaker & Co-Owner



Meet Your New Team Benovia

Brian Catlett
Club Manager

Megan Koolmees
Tasting Room Manager

David Cardiello
Tasting Room Host

Kristen Lang
Marketing Manager

Benovian Club Corner

Brian joins us with extensive experience in
the wine industry, with over ten years
managing wine clubs for well-known
brands. He brings a depth of knowledge and
a keen sense of customer service to the team.
Brian has been instrumental in elevating the
Benovian Club and looks forward to
continuing to introduce new and rewarding
benefits.
Brian@Benovia.com

It's good to be a Benovian! We have
several new club benefits as a way to
say thank you for your ongoing
support of the winery.

Club members can now enjoy wines
by the glass or bottle service in the
new, exclusive Members' Lounge
upstairs in the Ranch House Tasting
Room.

In addition to existing club only
releases, we're adding TWO new
wines especially reserved for club
members - a single clone Pinot Noir
from our Martaella Vineyard, and a
Chardonnay from our Tilton Hill
Vineyard. They were harvested this
season and will be available by 2024.

Finally, you'll enjoy ground shipping
included on all orders over 6 bottles -
not just on your club allocations. 

Contact Club Manager Brian if you
have questions about membership.

Megan is a wine retail and service veteran,
working as a sommelier first in southern
California before moving into winery work
in central California. Most recently she
helped manage the tasting rooms for a large
family-owned winery in Paso Robles and
Amador  counties. She is an energetic
addition to the team, and eager to share her
knowledge on your next visit to the tasting
room.  
Megan@Benovia.com

Kristen is relatively new (again) to the wine
industry. She was the Marketing Manager
for a New Hampshire-based winery for three
years prior to attending law school and
practicing as a Trademark Attorney. She is
excited to be back working in wine in
beautiful Sonoma County, and keeping you
up to date with everything happening at the
winery.
Kristen@Benovia.com

David was inspired to join the wine industry
following an adventure through Europe and
some of its most acclaimed wine regions. He
has experience in restaurants and working
with wine in retail stores and is now sharing
his passion with guests in the tasting room.
His enthusiasm for learning is infectious, and
he recently completed his WSET Level 3,
and hopes to master Level 4 next.
David@Benovia.com



Benovia 2022 Fall Release Tasting Notes
Like most of the world, 2020 was a wild ride here in the Russian River Valley. We experienced a second drought year – with one
of the driest Februarys in our recorded history and drought conditions prevailed from winter to spring to summer. The vines had

just enough water to help the canopy develop into the summer of 2020. Temperatures were mild and harvest conditions were
almost perfect until August 17th, when a lightning storm sparked dozens of fires up and down the state. Our winery and

vineyards were not damaged from the fires, but our harvest was interrupted a few times as we delt with the resulting chaos and we
ended up only bottling about half of or normal production.

2020 La Pommeraie Chardonnay

2020 Martaella Estate Chardonnay

2019 Sonoma County Zinfandel

2020 La Pommeraie Pinot Noir

2020 Martaella Estate Pinot Noir

2020 Tilton Hill Estate Pinot Noir

Focused aromas of mandarin orange blossom and Fuyu
persimmon are accentuated by candied ginger and mineral
notes. Then the vibrancy of the wines’ aroma is matched
by its opulent texture and layered flavors of Fuji Apple,
lemon custard with a mineral laden finish. Indigenous yeast
fermentation in French oak barrels and extended aging of
16 months on lees has produced a wine with exceptional
complexity.
$65 | Aging potential: 3-5 years | Production: 265 cases
Source: Zio Tony Ranch

Our third release of this Martaella Estate Vineyard
Chardonnay is bursting with aromas of lemon blossom,
white peach, and summer melon. The multifaceted aromas
and dense mouth feel are knit together by centered acidity
and a long-complex white peach finish. Barrel fermentation
and oak aging for 13 months have added hints of candied
ginger, and baking spice to a subtle minerality on the
finish.  
$65 | Aging potential: 3-5 years | Production: 263 cases 
Source: Benovia's Martaella Estate Vineyard

This extraordinary single vineyard Pinot Noir gives an
immediate impression of depth and concentration in the
glass, with remarkably explosive aromas of boysenberry,
cassis, and cinnamon. This vintage of La Pommeraie
Pinot Noir is unusually elegant and lithe with fine-
polished tannins and an exceptionally balanced acidity.
Although delicious upon release, we expect this wine to
improve with cellaring for 6-8 years from vintage date.
$75 | Aging potential: 4-7 years | Production: 174 cases
Source: Zio Tony Ranch

Deep ruby in color, vine-ripened blackberries, dark
cherries, and baking spice aromas almost leap from the
glass. On the palate the wines juicy mouthfeel is
supported by pomegranate and red raspberry, building
through the mid-palate to the fine grain tannins on the
finish. An intriguing blend of power and restraint this
Pinot Noir is both savory and delicately sweet.

$75 | Aging potential: 4-7 years | Production: 350 cases
Source: Benovia's Martaella Estate Vineyard

This wine exhibits vibrant aromas of boysenberry jam and
ripe plums. On the palate the wines exuberant fruit is in
perfect harmony with bright acidity, fine grained tannin,
and a spice-laden finish. Utilizing Burgundian production
techniques produce and elegant and restrained Zinfandel,
while still capturing the intensity of the varietal. This wine
is delicious upon release but will benefit from 3-7 years of
cellar aging.
$50 | Aging potential: 4-7 years | Production: 322 cases
Source: Benovia's Cohn Estate Vineyard

Intense violet in color, this alluring and hedonistic wine
has amazing extract and purity of fruit focus. Vibrant
fruit aromas of vine ripened raspberry and sour cherry
harmonize with rose potpourri and notes of forest floor.
Heady aromas lead into equally vibrant flavors mixed
berry and white pepper. On the palate the juicy red
fruits compliment the velvet-like texture and spicy
finish. 
$75 | Aging potential: 4-7 years | Production: 322 cases
Source: Benovia's Tilton Hill Estate Vineyard



Did Not Produce
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Drink/Hold
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Upcoming Events
Get Ready for the Holidays

It's never too early to
start making your list of
friends and family, clients
or co-workers. Show
your appreciation with
hand-crafted wines from
Benovia Winery. Visit
our website for holiday
giftpacks and corporate
gifting ideas.

Contact teambenovia@benovia.com for 
assistance with your holiday gifting needs.

Saturday, October 22nd: 
Club Pick-Up Party in the Tasting Room

3339 Hartman Lane
Santa Rosa, CA 95401

www.benoviawinery.com
707-921-1040

Saturday, October 29th:
 Fall Release Party at Benovia Winery

Local club members can join us for
charcuterie and a splash of the fall release

wines while picking up their latest shipment.

Celebrate the fall harvest season with a
tasting of our newly released wines, paired

with bites and lively music.

Bubbles & Bites
Crab Feed
Pruning Seminar
Nationwide Ambassador Events

Events In the Works

Benovia
Cellaring

Table


